What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of assembling a 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a muntin bar segment 



nuntin bar lattice for use in an insulating glass unit, 



.ving a wall; 

providing a keeper dimensiopetflbr piercing the wall of the muntin bar segment; and 
piercing the wall of thp^muntin par with thi'keeper. 




2. The method of claim l[ furtl>er including the st^p of positioning the keeper in a 
desired position in wh(ich a first portitn/6f the keeper extends beyond a first side of the muntin 
bar segment and a second portiorj^f|the keeper extends beyond a second side of the muntin bar 
segment. 

3. ffhe-me thod of claiiA 2, further including the s top of locking the keeper in th e — I 



Mesircd poaitior 

4. The method of clam. 3, wherein the step of providing a keeper comprises the step 
of providing a keeper including a l<pck. 



The method of clai 



20 of the keeper into a cavity of a so 





6. The method of claim 2, 
the keeper into a cavity of a third 



er including the step of inserting the second portion 
bar segment. 

further including the step of inserting the first portion of 
muntin bar segment. 
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7. A keeper for joining a muntin bar segment to a second muntin bar segment, 



comprising: 

an elongate body having a proximal end and a distal end; 



the body having a tip portion disposed 
the tip portion being dimensioned for 
an opening therein. 

8. The keeper of claim 7, where; 
an overall thickness of the muntin bar. 



at the proximal end thereof; and 
piercing a wall of the muntin bar segment to create 



he body has jm overall thickness that is less than 



9. The keeper of claim 8, wheitein the body has an overall thickness that is less than 
about half the overall thickness of the munttin bar. 




10.* The keepe r of c l n im 7 ; wher e in thr tip-portion ofthe hfwly gSmpnses a FifSI 1 



1 1 . The keeper of claim 1 0, wherein tjie first cutting edge has a length that is 
substantially equal to a thickness of the body. 

12. The keeper of claim 7, wherein tjie tip portion ofthe body includes a second 
cutting edge disposed at a first angle relative toja longitudinal axis ofthe body. 
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13. The keeper of claim 12, whdrein the tip portion of the body includes a third 
cutting edge disposed at a second angle relative to the longitudinal axis of the body. 



14. The keeper of claim 13, wherein the second angle is substantially equal to the first 



5 angle. 



1 5 . The keeper of claim 7, yherein the body is substantially symmetrical about a 
longitudinal axis thereof. 

10 16. The keeper of claim ^, wherein the body is substantially symmetrical about a 

lateral axis thereof. 
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17. The keeper of claim! 7, wherein the body has an overall width dimensioned to be 
received in a cavity of the second rjmntin bar segment. 

1 8. The keeper of claim 7, wherein the muntin bar segment comprises a material 
having a first modulus of elasticity and the keeper comprises a material having a second modulus 
of elasticity greater than the fira modulus of elasticity. 
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19. The keeper of c 



aim 7, wherein the muntin bar segment comprises a material 



having a first yield strength anjd the keeper comprises a material having - a second yieta strengtn 



greate^hair tlie lit at yield sueiiglli. 
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20. The keeper of claim 7, whefrein the muntin bar segment comprises a material 
having a first hardness and the keeper comprises a material having a second hardness greater 



than the first hardness. 



21. The keeper of claim TrTvjragii^ ^ bar segment com prises aliimmum-aftd-^v 

per comprises^stekile.ss steel, 




22. The keeper of 
position relative to the munti: 




ty$C/ 23. The keeper of claim 22, 
v dimension to elastically deform the wall 



rther including a lock for holding the keeper in a desired 
1 

^herein the lock includes a ramping surface that is 
of the muntin bar segment. 



24. The keeper of claim 
dimension tpxo operate -ttril Lthe o 



the-keepet- 




ein the lock includes a locking surface that is 

tin bar segment to prevent retrog£ade4^ otion o£x 




25. A spacer for the separation 
a tubular member comprising a wal 
a mounting flange comprising a first 



and 



a plurality of mounting holes defin jd by the mounting flange. 



f panes in an insulating glass unit, comprising: 
defining a lumen; 

portion of the wall that is doubled back upon itself; 
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26. The spacer of claim 25, 
second portion of the wall that is doubled 



fifrther including a second mounting flange comprising a 
back upon itself. 



27. The spacer of claim 25, farther including a seam formed between a first leg of the 
5 mounting flange and a second leg of thd mounting flange. 



28. The spacer of claim 25/ wherein the mounting holes are dimensioned to receive a 
plurality of prongs of a clip. 



in 

Iff! 



§3§: 

o 



29. 

the lumen. 



The spacer of claim 2p, further including a plurality of granules disposed within 
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30. The spacer of claim 29, wherein the granules comprise a desiccant. ) 



3 1 . The spacer of claim|29, wherein the granules comprise clay. 



32. A spacer for the separation of panes in an insulating glass unit, comprising: 
a tubular member defining a first lumen and a second lumen; 
a seal interposed betweeii the first lumen and the second lumen; and 
20 a plurality of mounting Holes communicating with-#te-second lumen and sepaialed fium 

jibs- first lum e n kyihs^aalJ 
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33. The spacer of claim 32, wherein the mounting holes are dimensioned to receive a 
plurality of prongs of a clip. 

34. The spacer of claim 32, further including a plurality of granules disposed within 
5 the first lumen. 

35. The spacer of claim 34, wherein the granules comprise a idesiccant. 



36. The spacer of claim 34, wherein the granules comprise clay. 
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